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Organizing the Body of the Expository/Informative Speech Outline

#1.  Underline the information words used to then create the sample outline at #2. below:

     Forest fires are the result of several causes.  One of the most common causes occurs when sparks fall from passing trains on extremely dry brush or leaves.  Another cause is campfires which are not completely extinguished by campers.  They will leave still-smoldering ashes, thinking that because the blaze is out, they can leave the campsite.  If a wind happens to be blowing, the sparks from the ashes can be blown about by the wind and fall on dry leaves.  Still another and the most common of all, is the still-burning cigarette which is carelessly thrown upon dry brush by hikers or passing motorists.  The least common cause is the only natural one.  Sometimes lightning will hit a tree causing it to burst into flames.  The sparks given off can be the source for other trees close by to catch on fire.

#2.  Sample Outline of the Body:

I. Causes of forest fires (main idea)
A. Sparks from trains (major subdivision)
1. fall on leaves
2. fall on brush

B. Campfires (major subdivision)
1. campers leave smoldering ashes
2. wind blows ashes
3. sparks from ashes fall on dry leaves

C. Still-burning cigarettes (major subdivision)
1. thrown by hikers on dry brush
2. thrown by passing motorists on dry brush

D. Natural phenomena (major subdivision)
1. lightning hitting trees
2. sparks from burning trees ignite nearby trees
